Utah fly fishing report for the Provo, and Weber Rivers near Park City, Utah.

04-12-10
We are going to leave the Utah fly fishing reports essentially the same this time around. We will update them as things change.

Middle Provo 151 CFS, 39 deg.

The middle has been fishing pretty well lately. The midges are hatching very consistently with sizes from #18-#24 being represented. Nymphing is still the most productive in the deep pools where the larger fish are still in their winter haunts. The slicks and tailouts where most of the midges hatch, has produced some good dry fly fishing in the mid day. The milder than normal winter has kept the fishing pressure up and the fish in the easy access spots are getting quite picky. Spending a little extra energy to walk away from the parking areas has been very rewarding. Bring a good selection of dry and wet flies and change up often if the trout give you the cold shoulder. The baetis are starting to move around so bring some BWO’s with you. They are sporadic and there will be a small hatch at mid day and then some later around four. While the baetis hatch is going on the fish will still take midge imitations and almost prefer them. They haven’t got the memo yet. Spending some time observing where the fish are feeding in the water column is very important. If you add too much weight to your nymph rig and the flies get below the fish you are in for a tough day. Also use the smallest indicator you can. Start with a lightly weighted rig and add shot till you get results. On our guide trips we have been setting up two rigs for each guest, a nymph rig, and a dry dropper. This way you can cover a lot of water and be ready for any opportunity.

Lower Provo 200CFS 39 deg.

Deer Creek is full and they have started to increase the flows. The fly fishing has remained excellent. The Blue Wings are out around mid day and have been producing some of the best dry fly fishing of the year. Fish have been feeding on the surface some days till 4pm. They are not waiting around for the BWO hatch to happen though. Nymphing with midge patterns and scuds or sow bugs has been outstanding before and after the baetis hatch. We have been using large #16 midge patterns with great success. Any color seems to get the job done. The baetis nymphs we like are #18 in an olive or forest green. WD-40’s, Barr emergers, and glass bead Jujubaetis patterns are on the top of the list. All sow bugs seem to work but the hard fighting rainbows seem partial to dark tan or brown with a little flash. We would love to use 4x leaders while nymphing for these spectacular fish, but that has really cut down on the hookups. Use 5x or 6x even and get ready for a dual. For dry fly fishing 6x is a must. There seems to be an abnormal amount of cripples in the drift. For dry fly fishing use patterns that have a trailing shuck like a sparkle dun for the BWO’s  and Pablo’s cripple midge for the buffalo midges . The trout are starting to spread out all over the river and at these low flows you can sight fish. Any place that looks like it might hold fish, will be holding fish. Especially look close to the banks. Please use caution when wading to avoid the spawning beds.

Weber River 27CFS

For some reason they have dropped the Weber to way below the 20 year average of 60cfs. This has put all the fish in the deeper pools. Which aren’t so deep now. This has seemed to stress the fish a little and they are quite spooky. You can get a couple of fish out of a pool but then you need to move on. Approach the area you intend to fish with extreme caution and move very slowly.Nymphing is the only game in town and all the basic flys will work. Scuds, San Juans, pheasant tails, wd-40’s, zebra midges. The car body holes are stacked with fish. There have been some reports of cutthroats coming out of echo into the river. 

Enjoy the best of Utah fly fishing with one of our guided trips.

Hope to see you on the water

Park City Anglers

