6-29-10

Lower Provo 575 cfs 48 deg.

Utah’s Lower Provo River has been fly fishing very well. Pmd’s are out on the entire river as well as the stoneflys. Pmd’s start around eleven and go past four pm. Barr emergers in #16 and pmd hunchbacks are working very well. The truth is about any good mayfly imitation will work now. The fish want to feed and not much is stopping them. The rafting is going full blast but it does not to seem to affect the fly fishing. It’s more of a minor annoyance than a day wrecking event. Late in the day there are a lot of fish up in the eddies and slack water behind any structure. Pmd Befus emergers and pmd cripples have got the job done. Stoneflys start a little later than the Pmd’s but are going strong also. Any kind of stimulator will get the fishes attention. Fish a dry dropper rig in the riffles. The fish are spread out all over the river, so expand your horizons and try some new spots. If you come out earlier in the day use the traditional midge and sow bug setup. Or a cased caddis and scud setup. Both have worked well in the morning. Things seem to shut down for a while around 5pm.
Middle Provo 600 cfs 49 deg. 

The CUWCD has raised the water temperature on the Middle Provo which is good for the Green Drakes, Pmd’s and stoneflys. The bad news is they have switched penstocks and now the water is off color. Fly fishing will be very streaky as they change flows. As the Upper Provo recedes we will see how important power generation really is. We would like to see flows of 350cfs but I’m not holding my breath. The other thing that is of concern is that the water gains 10 degrees to over 60 F by the time it gets to Charleston late in the day. If you are on the lower reaches and things start to slow up move up towards the dam to get into cooler water temps. San Juan’s, Green Drake Nymphs, stonefly nymphs are all working. At these flows you need to fish the edges or inside corners. Be careful the inside corners are starting to collect a lot of wood. Of course the scuds, caddis patterns and midges also are keeping the fish happy. Big bug dry fly is just around the corner. Weekends are very crowded. Please share the river so all can have a good time.
Weber River 230cfs 48 deg.

Hallelujah. The Weber River is finally at fishable levels. Not only that, it is at the perfect level. There is still a lot of snow around Smith Morehouse Reservoir but the worst is over.  The fish are feeding and the hatches are on. Pmd’s, Stoneflys, and some caddis make up the bulk of the insects. Barr emergers, hunchbacks, and epoxy wingcase Pmd’s are catching the majority of the fish. Iron sallies are great. When on the Weber always have a sow bug in waiting. Rainbow warriors are doing quite well. There are a ton of fry around and streamers are working well too. The Weber River also heats up quite quickly as it winds its way to Coalville. It may heat up 6-8 degrees from the dam to Coalville. Start down towards echo reservoir in the morning and work your way up to the dam as the day heats up.
Small Streams near Park City, Utah

The upper Provo is really starting to drop and in a few days should be fishable. Green Drakes, Stoneflys, Pmd’s will all be out. No need to get fancy up here. Any traditional stimi or Schroeder’s Para hopper will work for a stonefly. Any green drake pattern you have will work. A peacock PMX will cover all the bases. Strawberry pinnacles has slowed down a bit and the fish are in their spooked mood after the locals pounded it. But there are many a good fish to be had. Just be sneaky.  The North Fork of the Duchesne is coming down and is a great dry dropper stream. The West Fork is still closed for a couple more weeks. South Fork of the Ogden is at summer levels but you will need to deal with a lot of campers.
Hope to see you on the water

Park City Anglers

